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Select regulations from Subpart H applicable to pilots 

and operators of aircraft 
 
§  21.171  Applicability.  
This subpart prescribes procedural requirements for the issue of airworthiness 
certificates.  
 
§  21.173  Eligibility.  

Any registered owner of a U.S.-registered aircraft (or the agent of the owner) may apply 
for an airworthiness certificate for that aircraft. An application for an airworthiness 
certificate must be made in a form and manner acceptable to the Administrator, and may 
be submitted to any FAA office.  

§  21.175  Airworthiness certificates: classification.  

(a) Standard airworthiness certificates are airworthiness certificates issued for aircraft 
type certificated in the normal, utility, acrobatic, commuter, or transport category, and for 
manned free balloons, and for aircraft designated by the Administrator as special 
classes of aircraft.  

(b) Special airworthiness certificates are primary, restricted, limited, and provisional 
airworthiness certificates, special flight permits, and experimental certificates.  

§  21.179  Transferability.  

An airworthiness certificate is transferred with the aircraft. 

§  21.181  Duration.  

(a) Unless sooner surrendered, suspended, revoked, or a termination date is otherwise 
established by the Administrator, airworthiness certificates are effective as follows:  

(1) Standard airworthiness certificates, special airworthiness certificates -- primary 
category, and airworthiness certificates issued for restricted or limited category aircraft 
are effective as long as the maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alterations are 
performed in accordance with Parts 43 and 91 of this chapter and the aircraft are 
registered in the United States.  

(2) A special flight permit is effective for the period of time specified in the permit.  

(3) An experimental certificate for research and development, showing compliance with 
regulations, crew training, or market surveys is effective for one year after the date of 
issue or renewal unless a shorter period is prescribed by the Administrator. The duration 
of amateur-built, exhibition, and air-racing experimental certificates will be unlimited 



unless the Administrator finds for good cause that a specific period should be 
established.  

(b) The owner, operator, or bailee of the aircraft shall, upon request, make it available for 
inspection by the Administrator.  

(c) Upon suspension, revocation, or termination by order of the Administrator of an 
airworthiness certificate, the owner, operator, or bailee of an aircraft shall, upon request, 
surrender the certificate to the Administrator.  

§  21.182  Aircraft identification.  

(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this section, each applicant for an 
airworthiness certificate under this subpart must show that his aircraft is identified as 
prescribed in §  45.11.  

(b) Paragraph (a) of this section does not apply to applicants for the following:  

(1) A special flight permit.  

(2) An experimental certificate for an aircraft that is not amateur-built or kit-built.  

(3) A change from one airworthiness classification to another, for an aircraft already 
identified as prescribed in §  45.11.  

§  21.197  Special flight permits.  

(a) A special flight permit may be issued for an aircraft that may not currently meet 
applicable airworthiness requirements but is capable of safe flight, for the following 
purposes:  

(1) Flying the aircraft to a base where repairs, alterations, or maintenance are to be 
performed, or to a point of storage.  

(2) Delivering or exporting the aircraft.  

(3) Production flight testing new production aircraft.  

(4) Evacuating aircraft from areas of impending danger.  

(5) Conducting customer demonstration flights in new production aircraft that have 
satisfactorily completed production flight tests.  

(b) A special flight permit may also be issued to authorize the operation of an aircraft at a 
weight in excess of its maximum certificated takeoff weight for flight beyond the normal 
range over water, or over land areas where adequate landing facilities or appropriate 
fuel is not available. The excess weight that may be authorized under this paragraph is 
limited to the additional fuel, fuel-carrying facilities, and navigation equipment necessary 
for the flight.  



(c) Upon application, as prescribed in §§  121.79 and 135.17 of this chapter, a special 
flight permit with a continuing authorization may be issued for aircraft that may not meet 
applicable airworthiness requirements but are capable of safe flight for the purpose of 
flying aircraft to a base where maintenance or alterations are to be performed. The 
permit issued under this paragraph is an authorization, including conditions and 
limitations for flight, which is set forth in the certificate holder's operations specifications. 
The permit issued under this paragraph may be issued to --  

(1) Certificate holders authorized to conduct operations under Part 121 of this chapter; or  

(2) Certificate holders authorized to conduct operations under Part 135 for those aircraft 
they operate and maintain under a continuous airworthiness maintenance program 
prescribed by §  135.411 (a)(2) or (b) of that part. The permit issued under this 
paragraph is an authorization, including any conditions and limitations for flight, which is 
set forth in the certificate holder's operations specifications.  

§  21.199  Issue of special flight permits.  

(a) Except as provided in §  21.197(c), an applicant for a special flight permit must 
submit a statement in a form and manner prescribed by the Administrator, indicating --  

(1) The purpose of the flight.  

(2) The proposed itinerary.  

(3) The crew required to operate the aircraft and its equipment, e.g., pilot, co-pilot, 
navigator, etc.  

(4) The ways, if any, in which the aircraft does not comply with the applicable 
airworthiness requirements.  

(5) Any restriction the applicant considers necessary for safe operation of the aircraft.  

(6) Any other information considered necessary by the Administrator for the purpose of 
prescribing operating limitations.  

(b) The Administrator may make, or require the applicant to make appropriate 
inspections or tests necessary for safety.  

 

 

 

 


